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IW SPOTLIGHT METAL DRAGON OREAM RIDES BAGGER
MILWAUKEE'S COOK CUSTOMS A FIRE-BREATHING SOFTAIL ABLE AND STABLE

STEROYMATE CHOCK « MAD JAP CUSTOMS * SAM KFNISH < ROAD GLIDE BLACKOUT - BERT BAKER
ANDREWS (AMS * SUSPENSION EXPLAINED < ROAD GLIDE UPGRADE * POSIE ON HP & TOROUE
1561 PANHERAD - (TEK CHARGERS * PROJECT XRI200 * HOW IT'S MADE: MUSTANG SEATS
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Matte Dragon: A Ton Shelf Softail

Jim Schloffel has a style he's working hard

Matte Drayon GENERAL

Owner: aft ¢ Fabrication: Metal D ragon
Year, Make & Model
Assembly/Builder: I
Timeline: £ mo




a ground up ¢
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Designer/Builder: Rolling Thundar
TRANSMISSION 2 Tira Softai
Year!/ Modifications: M
EFY Garb: H-D OEM Delphi Inj,, tuned wiT & Secondary Drive: B




style and | asked him to explain himself:

"I hawve been wrenching and building
bikes for 20plus years as a hobby in the
garage,"” he said. "Friends and clients con-
stantly asked me why | didn't open a shop.
In 2007 | got tired of the normal job and
gave up a good salary, benefits, and a
company vehicle to follow my dream and
open up a shop. He we are almost four
year |later running strong.”

With niceties out of the way, | asked
Jim to talk to me a lithle about the bike
and how it came together. Here's his ex-
planation:

“In late 2007 | met Matt Skiltan [bike
owner and customer] through

CVOHarley.com, a website dedicated to the
CWO models fram Harley He had us do
some custom work to his new 2008 CVO
Ultra. hatt Later sold that bike and always
told me he'd be back. In September of
2010 Matt contacted me ta build a bike for
him out of a bike he purchased from a
friend that lost his battle with cancer.

"The goal was a 'murdered out’ 240
wide tire Softal with an attitude. What
hWlatt wanted, compared to the bike he
purchased, were too far apart so we de-
cided to start from the ground up and use
what we could from the donar bike. Bask-
cally, engine, tranny, and electrics were all
that were retained from the daonor.

"For the frame we chose Holling Thun-
der in Canada. They were able ta build the
frame for us to our specs. The =JP front
end was picked by Matt, as it had the
blacked-out inverted fork look that he was
going for. The wheels were next and after
some time looking through the books we
decided on Perfarmance Machine Rivera
Contrast Cut wheels with the platinum pal-
ish.

“We got the rotors and pulley to match
along with the drive side brake system.
hlatt chose the Battastini foot controls with
the holes so we carried the "hole" theme
through the bike with Battasani grips, shift
linkage, and horn cover. To take it further

ACCESSORIES (oonp

Electrics & Gas Tank: OEM H-D, modifiad by Matal Dragon  Tires: Matzaler ME 880

il Tank: Rolling Thundar

Seat Custom mada by Corbin Saddles

Foot Controls & Pegs: Baftastini's forward controls
+2'" stratch

Front/Size: 1835 Rear/Size 10:05

Front & Rear Hubs: Perfarmance Maching

Front Brakes: Parformance Maching

Rear Brakes: Performance Maching drive sida braka

PAINTING

Painter/Bodywork/ Molding:
Tim & Rary, Unforgoton Customs, Hayeard, CA
Golor: Hot Rod Black, gloss black pinstripping
Powrdercoating: Gloss black powdarcoating,
Malrosa Meatal Finishing, Oakland, G&



we added holes in the heat shields and
fender struts. When it came time to as-
semble | showed Matt the PM primary sys-
tem as it was a perfect fit for the look we
were going for, so on it went.”

So friends and fans, here’s another
story of a talented shop and builder/de-
signer/fabricator collaborating with a cus-
tomer who had a good idea of what he
wanted and wasn't afraid to make his
wishes known. Sometimes buying parts
for a ground up construction as the cus-
tomer is a sure fire way to screw up your
builder and throw them the unintended
curve ball. But in this instance it worked
beautifully. When a theme is followed
throughout a bike as cleanly as in the case
of the Matte Dragon, you can’t help but
step back and take notice that the team
involved was laser focused on an idea and
not chasing its tail. Iw

*RESOURCE
Metal Dragon
Hayward, CA
510-885-9471
email: metaldragon1 @sbcglobal.net
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